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THE PROPOSITION OF FRANCE.

THE PROPOSAL REJECIED.
CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SUBJECT.

The President of the Uuited States transmitted
to the Seuate on Thursday last the subjoined Di-
plomatie Correspendence, in snswer to & resolution

of that body requesting infurmation on the subjects

therein discussed

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY 12, 1863.
To the President of the United States :

The Secretary of State, o whom was referred the reso-
Jation «f the Senste of the 10th instant, requesting the
President, if not 1o bis judgmeut incompatible with the
public interests, *' to lay before the Senste any correspon-
dence which has taken place between this Government
and the Government of Franee on the subject of medis-
tion, o other measures looking tu the termination of the
existing civil war,” has the honor (o lay befure the Pre-
sitent & copy of the correspondence called for by the eaid
Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM H. BEWARD.

re:clution.

—
Mr. Dayton to Mr. Seward.—[ Exrtract.]
Panis, NOVEMBER 18, 1862
81z : Herewith 1 cneloes to you the copy -:f 4 commi
nieation just mailed to Monsicur Drouyn de L'Huys.

, #iF, your obedient eervant, !
avpisias " r“'lLLIAM L. DAYTON.

Mr. Dayton to M. Drouyn de L’ Huys.
Panis, NovemBen 16, [17,] 1863

Moxsigtn LE Mixistre : In & recent convereativn bad
with your Exeellency, you a-ked sume questions 1n rela-
tiou to the pupulation of the Southeru States of the Uuited
States, and the position of the several divisions of our
army. This, in convexion with nahtem!\‘llt in your de-
spateh of the 30th October to s Majesty’s Ambassadors
at London snd st 8t. Petersburgh, ul'ﬁ;}lﬂr publiched, iu-
duced me to make you this communication.

Altbough that despatch was not addressed to me or to
my Government, yet it so intimately concerns the latter
that I am sure I shell be excusad if I refer to it io coo-
pection with the suljecl-matter of jour ¢roversation. I
3o this not with & view to aoy criticiem on the cXpreséion
of apy opiniocs beyond those already giveu by me, but to
correet, 8o far as I can, what seews to e & misappreben-
sion of faets, I do this in the bope that, ehould the ques
tion pressot ilse!l for consideration in the future, your Ex
csllency may bs iuduced tu jeview FOUr Opiioil as to the
strength of the partics meolved in the war now existing in

] ted Btater. ;
: IaYrUu:]i-] gcel]enr; gays * There bas existed between the
+ belligerents, (rowm the very outsed of the war, a0 fqu911ty
' of strengih which has been almost eonstantly waintived
i ever since ; sud alter so much bloodshed, they are now
“ ip this respect, very pearly in the same position &8 &t
* first. Nothiog jusiities the expectation of any more de-
* cided mulitary operations at an estly dny. :

Jo suswer to your guestious in our o nference of the
11°h instant, I evdeavored, with tha wd of a map, to point
ot the diste.cts of country occupied st pregent by the
eeveral divisiwns of pur gnoy.

11 your Excellency can from memory {9}‘!111 these ques-
gions sud compare them with tae condition of thi g at
“ tue vory outset of the war,” {or oven &g it hae been
wichin the past jesr,) you will find eause, I am eure, for
&un Aoubt &s 10 the accuracy of the opiuion expressed in

abuve extract

:\Ilula more than & yesr ago the whole of the Slave
Slates south i the Potomae sud Obio and weab of the
Mississippi, thirteen in all, were io pnssessicn of the insur-
wents, excapt ouly & sma'l loeality in Vi-gipia oppoeite to
Wasbington; & fract of coaotry in the same Béate, to the
west of the Allegheny mountains, iu which there was &
mixed porsession ; the uorhermn parta of Kentueky, aod

aps one-balf of Missoupi. With these exception: they
nirld undisputed sway of the entire country of ibe Eouth.
They possossed, at the same time, the military arsecal at
Hurper's Ferry, and the vast naval arsenals and dock-
yerds at Norfulk sod Penmicols . They had likewise poe-
session 0f the esslarn sbore of Chesspeake Bay, which, in
conpexion with the command of he Potomse, gsve them
control over the necess by water to Washing'oo, the capi
tal of the nation  They have los: during the year the east-
ern shora of the Chegnpeake and the eommand of the Po-
tomac, the ety of Noviolk, with its arseon's and doek-
yards and peighboring ecountry. sud the dok-ard:a P
sdcola. They have loat s/l Virgiom wes of the Allojh -
mies, Kentucky, snd Missouri, snd part of Teonessee, com-
primng, awopg other poiuts, Nasbyille, ke capitsl, nod
Memptis, ite comwerewl port on the Migsienippi. They
hiave lost every port, barbor, and fortification ou the Atlsn.
tic coast of any value, (those at Cbarleston slone except-
ed,) Irom the mouth of the Chesapenke to the southern
wint of Florids, aud theoce sround the Gulf coast to
i’meoh

But, more important even than this, thay bave within
the year lost New Orlesns, the great commersisl m-tro-
oolis 0of the South, with the numervus fortifications estab-
'::bod jor its defenca. They bave likewise lost the Mis.
missippi, with everp island and river {ortifioation, (rave
that at Vicksburg) [y which it wae defended. Tois river,
which drsins the eotire veiley of the West, and cuts in
two the Blave Btates (1om Cairo to the Gulf, acd oo which
could foat the navies of tas world, whieh ean veitber be
furded mor oridged, must forgver separate the four
Siave Siates wnd their contignous territories on its west
side from th se on the esst. Tha loss of this river was
more injurious to the cause of the iwsurreetionists thao
the loss of many batyes. Cooscious that this wou'd be
g0, it was fortified, your Excellevey will remewber, not
only ot its mouth acd below, sud st New Orlenos, buf at
every svailable powt upwards; vei it, with its many for-
tifications; { Viewaburg alove exesptid,) bas within the
year been loet to the Bouth  The Teonesses and the Cum-
berland, great interor rivers of the West, with their de-
fin, cen und fortifieations, have likewise been taken, after
a hird strogale, by the armies of the Union.

In 8 word, the insurgents do pot now hold a foot of
grouud whigh they did not hold early 1o the war, whils the
fag of the Uelon inx been conatantly sdvanced snd pow
flonte someawhera pn the soil or aver the furtifieatnons of
every slave State, (save (ne ) Their armws have in the
meen time been driven from gn area of country embraciog
in the sggregste not less than eoe humdred thousand
square wiles, and oreuped by a populativa rhuging from
one million and & half to two millions of people.

Bul 1o war ' equality in nn‘l?’th" consiste not io thess
things ouly. Permnit me, therefure, o remind your Ex-
colleney that, while sl the incipient eforta ng the part o1
the =outh o create a nsvy bave been defeated nid ber
vessels destroyed, the uavy of the Unjted Stales has, within
the year. grown jrom a very small to & very great power,
clusing ths ports of the South, precludiog, saze with our
© neent, all evteance fo or exit from them, unleas by si- aith
et ace dont. This powes, which the South har little to
e, s slmost exclusively the growth of the year, and on
our ow eonats ard (0 the ports, harbors, snd rivers of the
Boath, 1t canpot byt be in the future o most cMewent means
of attack or 3

Jhere are two other slemsents of strength whieh spe-
cinlly require conmderation : mew and money. T he armies
of the South bave been Inrge beyond eaample ns compared
with the extent of pepulation from which they heve been
diswn. o raas them to their present standard, the con-
seription law of the Houth bos embraced sl from the nge
of eighteen to forty-five yenrs. Their armies, like our
own, wisle away by the casusitips of war, aud thers can

be little force in reserve to supply the deain

An exsmination of the prelymivary report of 1L ~onsus
of 1860 (of which I bave bad the Bonor w branenit you &

¢ py) will show, on pages 131, that the hody uf_ the popula.
tion upon which the sou b must draw for the supply of
this Armin i lear even than I suggestod in our reeept
conversation.

I'he osurs gate free population of all the Blave States,
includivg Muiylavd, Delaware, Vieginm, Kentueky, sud
Missouri, in only 5250763 but feom fhis wust be de-
duocted the papulation of those Hlave Hiates in the posses
sion of the United States, whers no conseription law of
the South eonld poseibly be enforced, and likewise the
free blacks of the Bouth, in whose hnude they dare not
place srme. The free popuistion of thoee Stntes, shown
by the eensus of JE60, 1o as foliows : Liedoware, 110,418
J;ql.nd,.";ﬂ'.l.i"ﬁﬂ: Kelalﬂﬂky.g.'ﬂ.lﬂlll s Misgouri, 1,087 081 ;
Kanswha, or Western Virgins, with Jeffereon, Aceumne,
and Northnmplon counties, eniimated ot 370774 frie
blacks of the South to be deducted, 250,957 —making an
aggregate of 3,335,121, which number, deducted fior the
wggregnte fres population of tie @ outh, leaves only
§,951,642, ineludivg men, wowen, sud ehildeen A

The general necurscy of these figure« can rendily be
tented by reference to pages 131 and 286, 257, @6, nod
29 of the census 1eport be'uee reforred io. It is troe
that to sime slighit extent troops may soluptarily go ioto
ihe Buuthern wimy from poitions of the eogetry not in
their posseesion  but these would prabably be st laast
balauced by thos - withholding thamselvas aloog the consts
and in the towns snd cities of the Bouth subject to our
contry ], and fur which o slownuee is mnde in the above
ealeulation

I 1 ead uot reenpitu'ste the populniion of the Free Btatos
and of the Bo der Btates 10 cur possesmon. 1 he
gate, by & reference to the shue census report, m!lll he
seon o be within a fraction of twenty two millions,
(sllm,ﬂﬁ.j Duriug the last summer, in addit'on 1o the
army then i the field, ihey rassed, within the space of 1wo
monthe, principally by voluatary rulistmest, sz huudied
thousand men ; sud there is yrt anotber, snd still apothar

army in the reserve, as I am instiucted, to take their piaca, |

in whole or i part, should that unhappily become ne-

oBsBArY .

In zb foregoing estitonte 1 have taken po acoount of the
tlaves of the Bouth, ss 8 source either of strength or wenk-
ness.  As they have besn u ed teretofore, they bhave osr
tanly added strength to their masters. They bave, io faot,
fed the army. Sowe have been forced to labor with it in
the trenebes, while tl:e great mass have toiled io the fields
at home, thus lruvieg almoat the entire populstion of the
South frae to fight ita battles. Emuncipation, should it
oeeur, whila itliberates the slave, would cut off this sonree
of strength from thoir wasters.  Their supplic 8 inths rear
must be kept up, or their army cannct be held 1ogether:
the one is easontial to the maintenanee of the other. A
time muy soon eome, therefore, when, aside from the * ap-
prebensions' 1neident to emanc pation, the elaves of the
South will ba to their wasters & source of weakness, and
not of etrength.

Perant me, however, here to add, that whoever may
bave entertsined * spprebeneions " of a ** servile war,"”
such I do ot suppuso for a moment to have been contem-
plated by the Fremdent in foreshedowing his poliey of
emaueipation. The slaves of the South, scattered over a
vast extent of country, have no arms, aud no mesns of pro-
curivg them. They bave littls intelligence, no means of
distaut intereommunication, and ean have no general con-
cert of action. Tley may refuse Lo labor fur their mastre,
and their masters cannot maintain them. The map left
with your Exeelleney, showing the per centage of slaves
in each county of the South, will prove this beyond n ques-
tion. In ecertain large sections of countiy, nlong the Mis.
s'asippi more espec ally, there is nbout twenty-eight psr
eent. only of white population. All the rest ure slaves,
Of this populstion, the able-bodied are now almost entire-
ly away with the army. Could attempts be made here,
or in other seetions, 10 constrmin the slaves to u forced
obedieuce, they may resist, or they may leave their planta-
tious, se many have aleendy dene, sod seek the frendly
shelier of the Union flag. But neitber prineiple nor puli-
ey will induece the United States to encoursge a * servile
war,” or prompt the slave to cut the throat of his waster,
or hie muster’s family. The Government will not even
permit, vs I bave already said to you, ite vwn goldiers, or
the suldiers of the cuemy, acting ue guerillas or mmrsuders,
belonging to no orgsuized fore+, snd ucder no regular flag,
to make war, or attsck even an armed evemy, without
pusishment; still less would it encoursge or permit slaves
0 offznd sgaiust hunsity, by stgscks upon the feeble nud
helpless. Toat an isclated esse or es-es of wrong way ve
cur in the ¢/ urve of stablishing a great change (if such
shall be established ) in the sucial organization of the Suuth,
is not improbable ; but in every such case I doubt not thal
the srw of the Gosernment would prompily intarfers to
proteet #nd to pumish.  This, bowrver, is matter inci-
dental only to the subject of wy commuaication.

Leaving the question of populstion, I pass for 8 moment
to the other great element of strength in war, snd that is
movry. I bave slready eaid thst the rerources of the
Suvuth io wen would eew 1o be practically exhausted, and
their resources 10 woney, I think, must be equally so. 1
am instructed that, with o floating debt of four hundred
willions of doliars, represented by paper at a discount of
seventy-five percent , they bave neitt»r ruised nor huve they
the means of rai:ing & rev-nu- equal to ten millious, in any
form or for any purpose. Wantand distress are already dis-
closing themselves in painful forms throughoat the entire
region occupied by the insurgests. Oa the other hand,
the Goverument of the Uuited States has, as I am instruct-
ed, & revenue available i the precious metals of more
thao o bundred willions, while its mines are yielding go'd
more rapidly than foreign trade withdraws it from the
country. 1o thig vital matter of finrnee, therefore, there
does not seem 18 exist between the partics an equality of
strength. 8o far iudeed as I ean see, ruch cquali'y hes
exirted nowhere exeept on certain battle-fialde, and espo-
cially between the two grest armies in Virginis, Hera
the insurgents have advanc-d and retrested. They have
gained battles and lost them. 1 do not mean to depreciate
their gallantry. They are yet my countrymen. Here, ab
least, they bave shown equality of strength, but every
where else the permanont gain has been with the arwmies
of the Union.

I avsil myself of this oceasion to renew to your Excel
lency assurances of the most distinguisted eonsidnration,
with which I bgve tha bouor to be your Exceliency's very
obedient eervant, WILLIAM L. DAYTON.

Mr. Daylon to Mr. Seward.—[ Extracl.)
Pawis, NoveMBER 25, 1562,
Fir: I received last night from M. Drouyn de L'Huys a
enmmunication Jdated 231 instapt, in suewer to mine of
the 17th instant, (dat+d by mistake the 16th.)

The cowmunieation of M. de L'Huys is of 80 much in-
tereet that I send you berewith a copy of the onginal and
s traoelation. = * *

1 am, sir, your cbedient servant,
WILLIaM L. DAYTON.
His Excellency WiLLIAM H. SEWARD,
Becretary of State.

Mr. 1) Huys to Mr. Dayton.—{ Translation ]

DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGE AFFAIRS,
Falace of Compeigne, Novem'er 23, 1862

St : I have learsed with livaly intgrest the iuformation
which you have been plessed to commumecate to we upon
the respective situnt.on of the two beliigerents in the Ui
ted States.

You expresa to me the hope that fhese snggestious may
modify wy opinion as to the equilibrium of streogth be-
tween the States of the North and those of the South, and
they are certainly of & nature to make me appreciata sll
the resources of your Government But it 1s none the less
true that, notwithstan liog the inequahty of numbers and
of finnocial mesus, notwithstandivg local advantages aud
partial conquests, the conditions of ecil and of climate
seem to oppuse insmupersble obstacles to the progress of
the struggle, snd trat iue cgual encigy of both sides t-uds
to impress upoo it & charseter of indowitable despecntion
I s piepared to render bomage with you to the conrsge
whick the Agericavs upon the une side and the othar bave
shown thus far; but whis cograge, even while it exeltes the
admirstiou of the world, 1# ooly caleu'sted to rend-r more
unceriaia the resuit of the cunbats, aud to retard the ter-
minstion of the dissstors of this bloody war.

You know, rir, what feelings tuis sad epectnele ba-
given rise to 10 us; you know the step which a profound
sympathy fur America bas iospired in the Govarnment of
the Emperor, in the bope of opesing a way to a recon-
cilintiva. Tbhis step you know alro nuqh! aond cou'd take
place in the opisjon of the Emperor only with the consent
sod econcurrencs of the twe belligsrent parties. At pie
sent tas reception given to cur proposition by the Cabineis
of London anl &t. Petersburgh prevents us from thicking
of pursuing it furtber; bui I ena sseurs you, sir, that our
{reudly dispositions bave not changed. If some diy the
Americsns, tired of turning their valor againat thomselves,
should wish to hgve recon-ss to us iu ordsr to week in
coneert the means of (@rmipatirg this conflict, they would
fiod us slweys rengdy (be jt in swsociating oursclyes with
other Poweis, or be it reparptely) to ad them with vur
co-operntion, and to tistify, by our good olloey, foelings
which have not ceased to svimale France in regard to
them.

Receizp, sir, the assurances of my distinguished econ
iideration. DROUYN DE L'HUYS.
Mr. DayTos, Envoy Extraopdinary, &e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton.—[ Extract.]

DEPARTMENT OF BIATE,
Washington, Novomber 24, 1812,

St : Your despateh of November 10th (No, 223) hes
been received only at this Inte day, = = *

I bave now ouly to pay that the views presented by me
ia my drspateh of etob r 20th are the deliberste ana sot
tled couvieticns of the Guvernment, alwaya to be express-
ed when, in yopr judgment, nay expression whatever on
the subject of the aetwn of Foreign Powers shall be ¢ither
necessary or expedient

Tu reply to a wuggestion in your despateh, it le proper
for T ty wev that neitber M. Mereier nor any other per-
son has ps IF‘ jenst warrant from any anthurity of the
United States for representing o his Government that the
President would be dispoed to egteripn any proporition
in regard to the sc'ion of this G verpment in the conduep
of our domestie affaire trom any foreign quarter whatever.
The exset eontrary is the effect of all that has aver paseed
beiweon ali thy ininters res'ding hers and thin D part-
ment.  You will judls wieiher it ia imporiant ts clear up
this puind st Paria, .

| nm, sir, your obedient servant,
: WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
W, L. Davios, B, &e. &e.

¥r. Seward o My, D-r.yrrm‘—-[f.ttraru_]

DEPARTMENT OF BTATF,
Waskington, November 30, 18062

Bir: Yonr several desgatehos of November 12th, No
224 ; November 1200, No. 225; November j4ih, No. 296,
have been received 1 have wlno, by the nid of the iels
raph, the subrtanes of (he fnvitn wn which was addressed
by the Emperor of France t the Emperor of Ru: sia and the
Queen of Gireat Biitain, to join in terommending #n arm-
iniiew im our 0l war, Logetber with the wnawers of those
two sovereigns deolining that wvitation, * * * Inre
gard to thy same subjeet my itructione will be very sim-
ple and short. :

An inetmelus ve coulers nee F‘hhc’jhing the United S{ates
has been beld between these Powers, all of whom svow
themseizos na fiionds of the United Siates, nnd yot the
United Staten were parefully exeluded from the eonferanee.
Neither party in the conferencg proposed any combimnution
fg popree the will er control the puliey of 1he Tpited
Higtea.

Tnder theae oireumatances the United Btates are not
ealled upon to any what they wopld bave doga il the pro.
qeition of France, which was decliped by Russin and
&f‘.l Britain, had been adopled and encrind into « fiset
Nor are we ealled upon to discuns the propriety of the po.
winoun and proceedings respeotive]y of the several partics
 the ponfarence. Such n dabate upon & sybject which
has niready it practieal character, or which, to spank
more nocurately, hae not stinined sach o oharactar, might

producs irritations and jealousiae which the President de-
sires 1o avoid, X

Acting on these principles, we shall ask uo explanations,
nor suall we in eny mesppsr comment upoo ex,
which ehall be voluotarily made. A Goveroment which ie
conducting u great nation through a civil war must deal
continnally \:litb new events as they arise, not with those
which bave already passed into history.

The United States Lss continually ssid to all Europe
that they know that the saving of the American Union
depends on the Awerican peoplo themselves, snd oot st all
on the policiss of Foreign Stat-s, severally or combioed.
Such States may, ns they have heretofore done, prolong
and uggravate our uunstursl and lamented strife, by ex-
nil.infhur waintsining the hopes of our disloyal eitizens ;
but they eannot ehange our purposs to maintain the in-
tegrity of the Union, or defsat its sccomplishment.

This Governmsut will in all eases seasonably warn For-
wign Powers of the injurivus eff~et of any apprebended in-
terfereuce on their part; avd having this, it will
measure itse means of self-defenee by the magoitude of the
dangers with which the eountry ia threatened. !

Foreign nations need scarce'y to be reminded that (amily
quirrels are always of short dura‘ion; that the very
seandal which they bring operates s an iucentive to recon-
cilistion, Much wore does the uvavoidable apprebession
of forvign interference work in that direction. The emie-
shries of tresson, who vow remain in European capitals,
will very spon disappear, and the whole American le
will forever afterwards be a-king who among the foreign
nations were the mont jurt and the most ring to
their eountry in its bour of trisl. y

Tt is the Presidaut’s policy so to eonduet our national
affuirs that all who bave heretofore been our friends may
abide in that relation. I any of them whall be lost, our
regret will thus bs modified by the reflection that the
bareavement resulted from our misfirtune and without
fault. I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H SEWARD.

Wwa. L Dayron, Esq., &. &e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Daylon.—' Eziract.]

DEPARTMENT OF BTATE,

Washington, December 5, 1862.
Sik : Your despatch of November 18 (No, 227) bss been
received. Having already indicated the eourse which the
Piesident bas dacided to adopt concerning the lste pro-
ceeding of the Freoch Guverument, it is unnecessary for
me now to review the note which, in the abaence of instruc-
tions, you have written to M. Drouyn de L'Huys. * * *

1 sm, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD,
To Wu. L. DayToN, Enq , &e. &e. &e.

M-. Seward to Mr. Daylon.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 11, 1862,

S8ik: Your despatch of November 25th (No. 231) has
been received, together with the note which M. Drouyn
de L'Huys addressed to you om the 23d of November, by
way of noswer to your communication to him of the 17th
of that month.

From my previous despatches you will probably have
inferred that the Presidont did oot expect you to open s
correspondence with M. Drouya de L'Huys upon the sub.
jeet of the proposition concermng Ameriean offairs, which
the Emperor has recently submitted to the Emperor of
Russia and the Queen of Gieat Britain, Inssmueh as you
have done s0 without cousuliing this Government, acd have
thus drawn forth from the Imperial Goverament a frauk
nnd foieadly agswer, it is only proper that you should now
inform M Drouyn de L'Huys that his note has been sub-
mitted to the President, and that he is gratified with the
explannations it gives of the present policy of the Emp ror
n regaad (o the United states  You ars sutborized, also,
to in‘orm M. Drouyn de L'Iluys that this Goveroment de-
sires now, no lees sincerely thao it has always doue, to re-
taza and fortify ita traditions! relatious with France, and
that every proceeding whieh it shall have oceasion to take
inthe eouduet of interuarional aairs shall menitest that
spirit and no other. You are autbor.zed further to say to
M. Drcuyn de L'Huys that this Government nppreciates
the assurance which the Emperor has given us of his wil-
lirgness ata fuiure time, if invited by it, to render hix good
offices townrds forwardiog s t:rmination of the eivil war
in which we are &0 unhappily engaged, and that this as-
surance i8 rec«ived as a fregh demonstration of the same
good-will and cordwsl friendship to our country upon
which this Goverament and the American peoples bave so
constantly relied.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

To Wa. L. DavyTos, Esq., &e. &o. &e.

Mr. Dayton to Mr. Seward.—[ Estract ]

Pawis, DeceMBER 23, 1862.

g:n': Your despateh of December Gth (No. 265) is re.
ceived,

You simply acknowledged the receipt of my daspateh of
November 18th, (No. 227,) and eay that, ** having already
indieated the courss which the President has decided to
adopt conceruing the late preceeding of the French Goy-
ernment, it is uanecessary for me now to review the note
whieh, in the absence of insteuetions, you | 1] bava written
to M Drouyn de L'Huyas."

1 hud supposed that that pote, s it did not assume to
indicate any paliey, but merely to sum up bri-fly the sue-
cesses of cur army snd governmental resources, in the
hopes of its haviog we:ght in sny future deliberation of
this Goverument, could not fail at least to meet the ap-
probation of the Depariment. My general instructions in
refereces to the suljecti-matter were most ample, and I had
held verbal ponferencs with M. Drouyn de L'Huys on the
subject befire.  He fold me what heiml dooe, nod I eculd
auewer wh n perhaps the Governmeat Mul& not. The
emergency, I tvought, notouly jastified but required that,
iu view of the pos.ible future I should put wy verbsl sug
gestions io writing, As one useful result, st all eveots, I
have jeesived the smgurunt communieation of Mr Driuyo
de L' Huys of Novembear luet,a copy of whieh seoompanied
wy despatel No. 231, T may add, aleo, that I felt that it
wan bu® just to wy«elf that wy countrymen, ns well as the
Goveroment, shou'd see and know tbat T hal oot failed,
in the orims which had oceurred, fairly to represent it
conditiom * % "

1 am, sir, your obedient servant,
WM. L. DAYTON.

His Excellency WiLriam H SEWaRD,

Becrepary of Spltl."Qc. &e. &e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton.—[ Ertract ]
DEFARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 9, 1963
Bir: Your despatch of December 23d (No. 246) has
been submitted to the President. My recent derpatehes,
eapecinlly No. 269, will hava relieved you, I trust, of any
coucern about the eautivn which the President thought ir
prodent to observe, io the firat instance, in relation to the
note which you addressed to M. Drouyn de L'Huys imme-
dintely nfrer the publication of his ¢ pendence with
the Governments of Great Britain and Russis in relation
to n propored nrmistice was meds. The nole was oppor-
tune, and was judiciously conceived, aod it bas produced
aratifyiog results, * = * =
I sm, &ir, your gbegient seryant,
WILLIAM H. BEWARD.

To WiLLiam L. Davros, Eeq , &e. &e. &o

Mr. Dayton (o Mr. Seward.—[ Extracts.]
Paris, JANUVARY 15, 1863

fir: A despateh wiil sbortly be senj by M. Drouyn de
L'Huys to M. Mereier, requestiog him to suggest to you,
on a seitable oceasion, the propriety of sppmutiog eow.
misfuners to treat with the South for peace, end for
avion, il powible: if uot possible, for such tarms of sepn-
ration a8 may be mutually agteed 3

This eommunication was submtted by M. Drouyn de
L'Huys to the Emperor ou the Bih ipstany, and returied to
bim by the l:'.mLen-r yesterday. + \

The despatch nosworse what is sopposed would bave
been the objsctions to & propossl for an armistics or me-
distion. ¥irs It prop ies, it enys, no interference of any
kind by & foreign FPower. Wecond. [} d\xL.an nire pr
ask any censaton of Lostilities ]N'!qung gotintion,
but, like the negotiation £r pesc: in 1783 between us and
Grent Britaiu, perwits every thing to proeeed as if no
efforts for o sett'ement were being made. = * * *°

T aw, »ic, youy gbedient warvant,
W. L. DAYTOY.

His Excellarey W, H. Bewarn,

Becretary of State, &e. &e.

Mr. L' Huys fo M, Mercier.—[ Translation. ]
DepARTMENT oF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Political Division, Paris, Janwary 9, 1863.

Sir: If, in formmg the purpose of asswting, by the prof-
for of our good offiees to sherien the period of those hos-
tinties which wre desolating the Amer.can continent, we
tad not been guided, beyond all, by the friendship which
netunten the Governmont of the Emparor in to the
United Siates, the littls suceoss of our avertures might
chill the interest with which we {.l'ow the fuctaptions
this contest. But the sentiment to whioh bave y
18 toe siaeere for indifferenes to find & plaen in ou thoughts,
aod that we would ceass 1o be painfully affected whilst 'the
war eonlivnes to rage. We cannot regaed without pro-
foupd regret this war, warse than eivil, som ble to the
most terrible disteactiovs of the anoieup
whoso dsasters multiply in proporiion (o the jesooroze and
the valor which each of the balligerent parties davelop,

‘Ihe Government of hin Majesty have, ) e
rionsly examined the ol jeotions which have been madas to
us, where we have suggeated the ides of a fnendly medis-
tion, nnd we have asked ourselves whelner they afe tryly
of & uptaye to m{t}u:dn ax prerm;:n every tentative t;n n
teconcilintinn.  (du gne part hns be-n opposed to us the
repuguanes «f the msuf'i'ww' #dinil the intervention
of foreign imflusues in the disputd | on the othey the bap#,
which the Faderal (overnment has not abaudened, of af-
taining ita rolution If’ fores of arme.

Assuredly, sir, recourss to the good offices of one or
maore nentral Powers ¢ontains nothing incompatible ' w)

purely international sre not thowe

th

the pride so |egitimate amidst & s::t:;ltz and wars
“a

‘s flatter

nwples of the uacful charnoter of medistion.
ourselves, besides, that in proffering to place ourselves st

apublies, and -

the diaposal of the belligerent parties to facilitate batween
thew wegot atiovs, the basis of whieh which we abstain
from pr-judging, we save wanifested to the ism of
the United
titled, naw perhaps still wore than ever, after such a new
proof of moral force and energy. We are none the less
ready, amid the wivhes which we form in favor of pence,
to take into sccount all susceplivil ties of naticoal feeling.
sod we do not st all quwl.{\n the right of the Federal
Gouvernment to declins the co-operation (concours) of the
great maritime Powers of Europe.

But this co eperstion, ia it not the only means which
offors iteeil to the Cabinwt of Washingfoa to hasten the
close of the war?  And if it believed that it ought to repel
any foreiga intervention, eould it not honorably accept the
iden of direet informal couferences [ gm’ parlers) wiib the
authority which may represent the #8 of the Soulh.

_The Federsl Goveroment does no r, we know, of
giving & more active impulss to hostilities; its sacrifices
have not exhaveted 118 resouress, still leas 1ls pereaverance
and its steadfastness. The protraetion of the at e, in
a word, has not ehaken 1ts confidence in the definite sue-
cess of ita effurts.  But the opening of infurmal eonferencas
batween the belligeraut partics dens not necessarily imply
the immediate ¢-ssation of hostilities. Negotia‘ions about
peace wie not wlways the eonsequence of a suspension of
wariare; they procede, on the coutrary, more often the es-
tablishment of & truce. How many times have we not
#een plenipotentinries meel, exchange o mmuonicalions,
agree upoun nll the essentiul provisiona of (reaties, re-
solve, in fine, the question even of peace or war, whilst
the leaders of armies continned the s'vils and endeavored
even to the latest moment to modify by foree of arms the
conditions of peace! To reeall only one memory, drawn
from the history of the United States—the pegotintions
which consecrated their indepenience were eom
long before hostilities bad censed in the New World, and
the armistios was not established uutil the act of 30th
November, 1862, which usd-r the name of provisional
articles embraced 10 advauce the principal clauses of the
defiuitive treaty of 1753. % ;i

Notbivg, thersfore, would hioder the Government of the
United biates, wiithout renouncing the advantage whieh
it believes it enn aitain by the coatinuation of the war,
from entering upon informal eonferences with the Con-
federates of the Bouth, m care they should show them-
selves dieposed thereto. Rspresostatives or commissioners
of the two paities could sssemble st such point s it should
be deewed proper to designite, sud which could, for this
purpose, be declared ncutral.  Reciprocal cowmplaints
would be examived into at this meeting  In place of tha
accunations which North and South mutually cast upon
ench other st this time, would he aubst:tuted an argumen-
tative discussion of the 1ateres's which divide them. Theg
would seek out by mea s of well ordered and profoun
celibsrations whether these iolsrests ure definitively icre-
coneilable—whether separation is an extreme which can
0o lunger be avo'ded. or wherher the memoriss of s com-
mou existence, whether the ties of any kind which have
wads or the North and of the Soulh one scle aud whole
Federative State, snd have borne them oo to so high a
degree of prosperity, are not mora powarful than the csuses
which have pinced arms in the haods of the two Eopulm
tions. A negottion, the otj-ct of which wiu'd be thus
determinate, would not involve sny of the otjections ra sed
aghiost the diplomatic iot=ivention of Europs, and,without
giving bir.b to the same hopes ss the immediats conclu-
<ion of ao armistice, would exercise & bappy influesce on
the warch «f évents. R 2 :

Why, therefore, should not m combination which re-
spectx all 1he relations of the United States obtain ths
approbation of the Federal Government? Persuaded ou
cur part that it is in eonformity with their tine interests
we do uot hesitate to racomwend it to their sttention;
and, not baviug sought in the project of a mediation of the
waritime Powers of Europe ung vain display of influenc~,
we would applaud, with entire freedon fo m all suseepti-
blity of self @steaw, the opening of a negotisticn which
woul i invite the two populatims to discu-s, without the
eo-operation of Europe, the solution of their diff ‘renc-s.

I request you, wir, to give this nssuranes to the Cabinet
of Washingion, while commending to its wisdom counsels
dietated hy most rincere intereat in the pr ity of the
United Siates. You sre moreover authorized, f Mr.
Seward ¢xpressas the wirh, to leave with him a eopy of
this despatceh.

Accept, sir, ths assurance of rné bigh eonsiderntion.
DR

UYN DE L'HUYS.
To M. Mercier, Minister of Franee at Washington.

Mr. Sewward to Mr. Payton.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, F.bruary 6, 1363,

Siit : The intimation given in your despateh of Janus:
15'h (No, 255) (hat I might expect s epecial virit from M.
Meoreier has been realized.  He called on the 31 instant,
and gave me a copy of n despsteh which hs had just then
ree ived from M. Drouyn de L’'Huys uuder the date of the
9ih of Janusry, ;

1 bave tsken tha Prevident's igstructions, and I now
procced to give yon his views upon the subject in question.

It bas bacn considered with seriousness, resulting from
the reflection that the prople of France are kuown to be
fauliless sharers with the American nation in the misfor-
tunes and calamities of our unhappy ¢ vil war; nor do we
on this, Any mors than on other oocasions, furget the tra-
ditionul friendsbip of the two countrics, which we unhesi-
tatingly be'ieve has inspired the counsels. that M. Drouyn
de L'Huys has imparted. i

He snya, * tho Federal Govarnment does not despair, we
* know, of giving more aetive iwpylse to hostilities ;" and
“again hs remnrks. * the protraction of the strogele, in a
“word, has nof ahn}-n the eo ﬁd--ncelg f the Pederal Go-
“vernment) in the definitive success of its efforts.”

These pasauges & «u to me 1o do un ntent.onal irjurtice
to the lapguage, whether confidentisl or publie, in which
this Government hae constautly spoken on the subjeet of
the war. Ii certamly has had snd avowed ooly o.e pur-
pos:—a determioniin to preserve the integrity of the
country. Bo far from adwitiing any luxity of effor?, or be-
traying nuy despond-ncy, the Guvernmeat has, oa the con-
trary, borae it-ell cheerfully in all vicissitudes with un-
wavering confidence iu an early snd compl-te triumph of
the patiopal cause. Now, whea we a°e, in & maoner, in-
vited by a friendly Power to review the twen'y one months'
b story of the econflist, we fiud no ocoasion to abate that
coofi’evee. Through eugh ao alternation of v.c ories nnd
defunin s ie the appointed incident of every war, the land
and nasal f.ress of the Usited Btates have steadily ad-
vauced, reclaiming from the i urgents th « ports, forls, apd
posts which they bud treachercusly seized befira the u rife
actuslly begon, aad even belire it was lermu_ll; nppra-
bended. 8o many of the States and d stricts which the in-
surgents inelud -4 in the fisld of their prijeeted exclusive
slavebo'ding dominions bave a'ready been re-established
under the flag of tie Union, that they now retain ouly the
States of Georpin, Alabama, aud Texas, with half of Vir-
giain, half of North Carolina, two thirds of Seath Carolina,
half of Missismppi, and oné-third respeeiively of J;_rnnm
and Louisinon. The nationsl forces hold even this small
terrifory in clese bluckade and siega. )

This Governn n', if required, d o3 pot hesitate to sub-
mit ita nebievementa fo the test of comparison; and it
maiptaine that in no pnll of the world, apd in no times, sn-
cientor modern, Fasn nation, when rendered ail unready for
combat by the erjoyment ef eighty years of almost unbroken

aca, 8o quick'y awnkened nt the alarm of sedition, put
orth energiss so vigorous, and achieved succosses so signal
and effective as thuse which have warked the progress of
this contest on tho part of Lhe Un on.

M Dronyn d L'Huys, I fear, bas taken other | ght than
the cdrresponde es of this Government for his guidnnes
in smeertniuing i's tewper and firwness.  He bhas probably
rend of divisions of srotiment awong thoss who h 1d them-
selves torth sr organs of publie opinion here,nni has given
to them sn undue importaues. It 1 to be remembered
that thie 1a g gation of thiry miilions, civilly divided into

ety due Baten and Torritories, which cover nn expaose
hmfly Jens than Enrope ; that the peogls are a pure demo-
eracy, execcining every whero the ntmost fevelom of
speech nod suffrage: that a great ericis necessarily pro-
d':'l'eel vehement ns well aa profound debate, with sha
gollisjons oi jndividual, lueal, and rgelionnl juiereats, sen
tments, and ambit'ons ; abd that this beat of oontroversy in
ineren-ed by the interventon of epeculations, interests,
prejudices, und pussions from overy other part of the eivil.
ized world. It 1e, however, through such debates that tha
ngreement of the oation upon any subject is habitually at-
Jinod, ite reaclutions forued, sod [te poliey establiabed.
While there bas been much difference of populsr opinion
snd favor conesruing the sgente who shall oarry on {
war, the principles on which it shall be waged, and
means with which it shall be prosecuted, M. Drouyn de
L’Huys bas culy to refer to the statute-book of Congrees
and the Mxecutips ordinm;ap to l-arn that the nn:mn'}
notivity has hitherto heen, and yo! id, an efficient ae that o
any other nation, whatever lte form of goverum-nt, evet
was, under eircumstai cos of equally grave import to ite
pence, aafety, and welfare  Not one voies has beon ra'sed
a~y where, out of the immediate fi:1d of the insurreotion,
in tavor of foreign intervention, of medintion, of arbites-
tion, or of eompromise, with tha relin mentof cne pepe
of the uation sl domnin, or the surrenior of esn ona §n.
stitutional feanchien, At the same time, i i manifest to
the world thet our r au oen ark yot abuosdant, and cur
eredit adequate to the exidting emergenoy,

What M. Druyn de L'TTnys sugoeats is thet this Goyern-
mept shall rppoint qummium!n-ﬁ 16 meet, on nettral
ground, commjssioners of the iivrgents. e anpposen
that in the eonferenges 1o he thug held recipropal eowe
plaints aould be digensecd, and 11 plaas of the sgeuetions
wtich (he North and South now mutuelly gast upop ene
other the eonferees wonld bo enghged with diccussions o
the interests which divide them. He nasnmes, (arther,
that the eommisgiogers would seek, by menas of
order-d and profound d-lbaration, whe {nr theuo intar
are definitively irroconcilable, whether sepirstion’ is an
exirema that oan no longer be avoided, or whether the
memdpies of & eomm n exietence, the ti-e of evary kind
which have made of the Norkh smd the Bouth ohe ‘whale

ederative Btate, aed bave bornw them on to so high s
ree of prosperity, ire not more pe than the cxnses
which have placed arma inthe of ﬂ’lﬁ-mﬂ m ns.

tates sll the considerations to which it is en- | fei

of peace, a feasible one. But when M. Drouyn de L'Huys
shall oome to review it in the lightin which 1t must neees-
sarily be examined in this ¢ uotry I thivk Lo can hardly

| to perosive that 1t amounts 1o uothivg less than & pro-
pesition that, wh le this Government is engsged in sup-
pressing lll.l&l'imﬂﬂn, with the purpise of mnia-

the conatitutional nstienal au’ hor.ty, sud presorviog
m: of the country, it shall enter into diplomatic
discussion with the insurgents upoo the questions whether

M,“ﬂull{ ehall ot be renounced, and whather the
o0 shall ot be delivered over to disusion, to be
quickly followed by ever increasiug suarchy.

If it were poesible for the G.versmout of the United
Btates to compromise the nativual authority so tar ns to
onter iuto such debates, it is not easy to pergeive what
good results coud be vbtained by th-m.

Tue cummissioners must agree in recomwending vither
that the Union shall stand, or that it shall be voluntarily
dissolved ; or else they must leave the vital question un-
sottled, to ab.de at last the fortunes of the war. Toe Gov-
ernment has wot shut cut koowleigs of the prese.t
tewper, any more thas of the past purposes of the insur-
gents. There is not the least ground to supposn that the
eontroling notois would be persusdad al this m ment. by
auy arguweuts which vational commissioners could offer
to forego the ambitivn that has impddl-d them to the dis-
lnyal po-ition they are oceupying. Auy commis-i nors
who should be appoiuted by thesa actors, or through their
dl&at&a or iuﬁ::dm, un:t euter the ‘conference tmbued
w o spirit to the personal fortunes of the
insurgent chiefs. m ﬁjal people in the iusurrcetionary
States would be unheard, snd any offsr of peace by this
Government, ou ths condition of the ma'nt-nance of the
Uniou, must necessarily ba rejeeted.

Ou the other band, sa T hinve already intimated, this Go-
verainent bus pot ibe least thought of olinguishing the trust
which bas besn coufided to it by the natiou under the wost
solewn of a'l political sanct:ons; wnd if it Lad any such
thougtt, it would siill bave abuudsnt reanon to know that

eace proposed at the cvst of diesolution would be imme

ately, uureservedly, aud indignantly rejected by Lhe Ame-
rican people. 1L s a great mistske that European etat -s.
mea muke, il they suppo-e this peop's are demorslized.
Whastever, in the cise of an insurrection, the people of
Frauce, or of Great Britain, or. of SBwitzerland, or of 1he
Netherlands would do to save their nutional existence, no
mntter how the sirife moght ba regard-d by or might affect
toreigu nations, just so mnuch, nud ecrt:inly no lees, the
pevple of the Uuited Siates will do, if neeessary to suve for
the common benefit the regiun which-is bound:d by the
Pacifiz and the Atlantic coasts, and by the shores of (he
Ghuifs of Bt. Lawreucs snd Mexico, tozether with the free
and eownen nevigation of the Rio Grande, Miss i, Ar-
kausas, Mississippi, Ohio, 8t. Lawrenee, Hudson, Dela-
ware, Potomae, and other 'patural highways by which this
land, whieh to them is ut ouoe a Innd of inheritanes snd a
land of promise, is opened snd watered Evenif the agents
ot the American people now « xereising their power should,
through iear or fastion, fall velow this be'ght of the na
tional virtue, they would be speedily, yet eoastitutionally,
replaced by others of sterner charsoter and patrictism.

I must be allowed to eay, also, that M. Drowyn de
L'Huys errs iu his description of the partiss to the present
conflist.  We have here, in the politiesl sen:e, no North
snd South, no Northern and Southern States. We have
an 1nsurrectionary par y, which is leeated chiefly upon aud
adjacent to the sho:e of the Gulf of Mexico; and we have,

Northern States, but sleo Esstern, Midd e, Western, and |
Southern States

I bave on many occasione heretofors submitted to the
French Goversment ths President’s views of the interests,
aod the idens wore effsctive for the tiche than «ven inter-
eets, which Jie st the bottom of the determination of the
American Government sni peopls to muintain the Federal
Unwn, The Prerident han done the emwe thing in his
weessges und other public declarations. 1 ref ain, there- |
fore, from reviewing that srgument in connexion wi b the |
existing question. |

Mr. D.ouyo de L'Hays draws to his aid the eonferences
which took place between the Colonies snd Greut Britain
in our Revolutionary War.  He will allow us to aesume
that ac'ion in the erime of u pation wus accord with its
neeessi ien nnd therefore ¢ un seldom be eon‘ormed to pre-
cedents. Great B:itain, when entering on the negotiations,
lisd manifestly com= to entertnin doubts of her ullimate
success; and it is certam (hat the councile of the
Col.ivies eould nut fuil to (aks n:w courage, if pobto gain
other advautage when the parent State compromised so

ou the other hand, a loyal peopla who constitute not ouly J

LATE NAVAL FIGHT ; s
e FIOT IN THE GOLF

Lieut. Com. BLAKE, who was in command of the United . -
States steamsr Hatt-ras at the time of her lste encounter
with the Covfederate steamer Alabama in the Gulf of
Mexico, bus f rwarded to the Navy Department the -sub.
juined official report of that unfortunate affair :

UNITED BYaTks CoNSULATE,
Kingaton, Jamaics, January 21, 1863.
Hon. GiveoN WELLES, Becretary of Nuavy.

Sie: It is wy paintul duty to m of
the destiuetion urllha Uni&-‘s Wﬂtm NP
cently under wy evmwsnd, by_rmm
Alabaius, ou the night of the 11 nt, const of |
;_l';-lmu. The eircumstavess of the ead disastéy are as
vllows : I

Upon the aftersoon of the 11th instant, at -past 3
w'elock, whila at anchor, in company with the :g! under
o Ve frem the Dniid St Ragebsp Doveivas 1o shaes
a signal from 1 uited Stules chase 4
" ulmi ':1 th;r southward and ultwgﬁ.“ ‘:m":"‘o L

got uuder way imul«l'uhir. all speed
in the direction indieated. ARer some time the strange
uail conld be seen from the Hattorne, nnd was sacertained l
Ln be » -l&ﬂum. which fuet I commuvioated tothe flagebip
¥ signa

I continued the chaee, and rapidly gained on 1o sUFpi-
cious vessr . Knowing the v
toras, I ut once suspected that deceplion
tisod, and bouee ordored the ship, to
with every thing in readisess for a
u vignrous defence, When within
vessel, I observed that she had ceacad to sleam and
Iying * broadsids on swaiting us. It was pearly se
o'clock, and t{uit- dark, but, notwi. hatan the obscusity <
of the night, 1 fult assured from the gener
the vessel aud ber manceuvring that 1
the rebel stesmer Alabama. :

B-ing sble to work but four gune up one side of the
Hatteras—iwo short 32-pounders, one 30-pounder rifled
Parrott gun, and ene 20-peunder rifled coccluded
_I:iq eligs with hnler. i oﬂteghﬁ my lw::icu.bt effective
if necersary 1 come within easy speaking range, (sbout |
sesouty-five yurds,) and upon a::l"ngf‘" ﬁn (sr s |
that 1" yeeeived the snswer, * Her Britanuic Majesty's
¢hip Vixeo." I replied that I would send a M.:Lnd.
and immediately guve the order. .

Iu the meun time the siranger was endeavoring to gain
a desirable  position for a raking fire. Almost simultene- * -
ously w.th 1he + pipiog away"” of the bout, the stranger
oraft again replird, ** We wmie the Confederate steamer
Alsbaa,” which was accompanied with a broadside. 1 at
the snwe momsnt returned the fire. 1

Beiug nware of the mauy vulnerable poiots of the Hatte-
rée, | Loped by el wiug with the Alsbamas to bs able to board
her, nnd thus rid the seasof this piratiosl craft. I.steered
direetly fur the Alabama, but she was by ber great

and

“

orl

apead, nnd the foumess of the bottom of the
eonsequently her diminiched speed, to towart my b
when I hud gained a distance of but thirty yards of her.

At (his range musket snd pistol shots were éx , and {1
thie firing continued with great vigor on both . ATHy
length u shell eutered amidsbip in the hold, setting fire to
it, sud st the same instant, as I ean bardly dividethe time,
i sheli passed through ths * sick bay,” exp i s vd-
Jjuining compariment, alsy producing fire ; anotber entered -
the cylinder, flling the engine-room and deck with steam,
wnd depriving me of sll power to waneuvre the vessel, .
Sr to \:{n‘;k the pump, upon which the reduction of the fire

epanded. "

With the vessel on fire in two places, sud beyond human
power & hopel &8s wieck upon the water, with her walking
besoi thot away a=d her engiue useless, 1 +till
maintained an activa fire, with a doubls hope of disabling
the Alabaum or of attracting the attention of the fleet off
Galveston, wheeh was woly twutr-el.!kl miles distant.

It was scon reported to me that the shells had entered
the Hutterns at the water line, tearing off entire te of
iron, und (hat the water was rusbiog in, utterly defying
e_vekr_y uttempt to remedy the evil, aod that ehe was rapidly
sinking. i

Learuing this melanekoly truth, and observing that the”
Alnbama was on my port bow, entirely bayond range of
iy guns, doubtiess preparing for & rakiog fire of the decks
I felt that T had no right to sserifize and without
any degirsble result the lives of all under my

o«

[}

far as to treat of pesce on the terma of eonceding their in-
dependence. _ 1
t is trus indeed that peacs must come at some time,
nod that eonferences must sttend, if they are ot ullowed |
to preceds the pacfiention There 18, however, n bot:.er'
form for such conferences than the one which M. Dionyn |
-de L'Huys suggests. Toe Intter would be palpnbly in de-
rogation uf the Constitution oi the Uniwed States, nud wouid |
carry no we ght becguse destiiyte of the sanetion necessa-
1y to bind either the disloyal or the loyal portions of the
peuple. On the other band, the Cougeess of the Uniled
States furnishes n constitutionsl forum for debates bo-
tween the slienat-d pa'ties. Senators and Represeats
tives from the loyal portion of the peopls are thers already,
freely red to eonf r; ana seats also are vaeant,
and inviting Seoators and Representatives of this discou-
t 'nted party who may be constitutionslly sent thera from the
States mvolv d in the iusurvection. Moreover, the eonfer-
enoes which can thus be held in Congress have this greai
advantage over any that could be orgsniz d upou the plan
of M. Drouyn de L'Huys, namely : That the Congrees, if
it wera thought wise, coyld esll 8 Natignal Convention to
adopt ite recommenda’jons, and give thom all the sclemni-
ty nod binding force of organie law. Such conferences
between the alisunted parties may be eaid to bave slready
begun. Marslend, Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and
Misscuri—3iates which sre elnmed by the insurgenis—
are nlrendy represented in Congress, nnd submittiog with
parfeet freadom and in & proper spirit their advice opon
the courea best ealeulated to bring sbout, in the shuriest
tie, 8 firm, lasting, aud bhonorable pesce. Ropresentn-
tives bave be n sent also from Louisiaun, sud others are
uoderstood to be comiog from Arkansas.

There in a prepondarating argument in favor f the Con-
g-easional form ol conference over that which is suggested
by M. Diouyn de L'Hujs, namely, that while an ceces.
ston to the latter, wou'd bring this Government 1uto a eon
currencs with the insurgents in disr-gardiog and setling
asile an important part of the Constitution of the United
§:ateq, nad g0 would be of pern.cious example, the Con-
gressional conferencs, on the contrary, preserves snd gives |
new strength to that ssered writing which must eontinue |
through future ages the sheet anctor of the Republic.

You will be at liberty to read this despateh to M Dronyn
de L'Huys, and to give him & copy if he +hall desire it.

To the end that you may be informed of the whole case,
I transmit a copy of M, Dronyn de L'Hays's dewpateh.

I am, #ir, your obedisnt sercant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD

WASHINGION ITEMS8 DISPATCHED NORTH.

THE NEW OPPOSITION ORGANIZATION.

The eonfirming power of the Government is ready for
the nominations to «fica that are relied on to build up the
nowly-batched Damocratic-Republican Conservative party;
ready, but nol hospitable.

GEN. COCHRAKE AXD GEN. BURNRIDE'S PLANS,

Whea examaned by the Committes on the Conduet of
the War in ‘regard to his alleged ioterforence with the
plans and movements of Gen. Burnside, Gen. Jukn Coel-
rane testified that he, at the time of e inlervew with
the President, knew of wo plans, aod could not speak of
noy, nor wittingly interfere with any contemplated move.
menta of the army, because he was not aware of any. He
had simply, under the pressure of a sense of duty, com-
muniested to the Pregident facts within hin knowledge re-
rpecting the feelings, n?illinl'll, and condition of & portion
of the army. Fie said hie shoyld havg thought it little Jeia
than trenconable to have repressed thoss fncte st the eriti-
eal period when he communieated them.

NOMINATIONS,

The President to-day nominsted Brigadier Genera's
Btovem+n aod Buros to be Major Genepals, e has aleo
sent in a list of about one hundted and fifty Hospital Chap-
Inine, most of whom have already been deawing pay tor
several months, The Military Committes will probably
report against them. ‘

COMMANDER PREBLE. .

Commander Prpble, r y dmmissed feom (he navy
for permitting the riitum':f the rebel steamer Oreto
into Mobile, has teen nominated £.r restors tion to hin 1ank
in the rerviea, Com. Roger Perry hag also been nomi
nated for restoration to rauk.

AFFAIRS [N UPAW,

The repagt of the Committee on Territories mado by
fen nde to-day, in smwer to n resolution, shows that
the Utah Leg'slatura & ed the meassge of (hy Gos-
arnor of that Territory ; thet no freedow ol suffrage i« nl-
lowed or opposit on lqlamlald in 0pp1ll:imu to the chnreh
Alanitarien | 1ok gamy 11 practiced to the extent of
ﬂ.,..’m ' h.nhm # no law giving redeess 1o the abyee: ol
the relation; and ihe Moiwons are openly inimis
enl to the tovepnment of the United States, though, in po-
palar phrase, siendfast adberents to the Constitut on.

BILLE TO DE REPORTED.
Diila have been pn:nled, and only want an apportunity
to be reported, from the &leot Committee on Emaneipa-
tian, appropriating $10 000,000 fur tt e abolishment of sinv-
olzsgn ryland s #1500 000 to Western Virgioia, and
§450,000 (o Pylawnro for s lar purpo es in those States,
he committee kare alwo agreed vpon s bill to eatablish a
Biard of Emigration and Colonigation in eonnesbion with
the War Depattment,

SUPPRESSION OF NEWEPAPERS,

The eountry may be congratulated the prospect of
& Governmental 'rzpmﬂi:!'uf tha Mnn:ﬁﬁn l:m';n. the

The s tiom in not an ' one, #
well have bean thrught by the of the Fredch,’
the earnestness of his benavolent l‘éﬁrr?l'm

Army of the Pototmie of the disloyal daily newspapiers ol
Kut?urlmf phebgd o g

| darknesa of the night and the peculiar eonstruction of 1he

| [aderate Siates steamer-ol-war Alnbama, waa ini

o nn eloguent speech, in the course

‘0 prevent te b'owiog up of the Hatteras from gﬁm
which was makiog much progress, I ordered ﬁoﬂph.'
to be floded, and siterwirds » lee gan to be fired. ‘1 he
Al.bawa then asked if nssistanoe wes desired, to which an
affirmative nn-wer was given. .

The Hatteras wes vow rapidly goiag down, and in order
to enve 1he lives of my vfficers l-fm . 1 esused the arm-
ament on the port side to be thrown overboard. Had I
uot done so, | am coufident that the vessel would have
gone down with many brave hearts snd veluable lives, Af. )
tr cousiderable delay, cavard by a that a steamer
was seen coming from Galveston, the A sent us ns-
sistance; and I have the plessure to inform Depart-
ment that every liviog being was eonveyed feom the
Hatteras to the Alabama. ‘

Ten minutes siter leaviog the Haiteras sbe went down
bow first, with har psonant at her masthead, with all her
muskets and stores of every character; the enemy not be.
g able, owing to her rapid sinking, to ebtein & single
weapon. The battery upon the Alabsms, bnlat uto
action ngaiuet the Hatteras, uumbered seven guns, eons st- !
ing of four long 32-pounders, one lw:éﬂ guon,
vne 68 pounder, an; ove 24-pounder rifled gun. oty

Tho great supenority of the Alsbsms, with ber power-
ful battery, and her wachinery, &o., under the waler Lue
must be"at ones recoguised by the riment, who are
fawilor w.th the construction of the Hatteras, and her
totak ufitoe & for & contest with a regulacly built vessel-of- .
war, ‘The distanes between the Hl&ﬂlﬁ‘ the Alab.ma
during tle notioo varicd from twenty-five to one hiand)sd
yard.. Nemly fifty shots were fired from the Hatteras
and 1 presume a greater number fiom the Alabama. X

I desire to refer to the efficient and active manser in
which Acting Master Henry Poiter, executive ufficer
formed e daty. ‘I'he conduet ofAunhthﬂu;m
ward B. Mat'hews, both during the action and sfierwards
m attertion to the wounded, demands my ungualified enn-'
mooadation. 1 would also bring to the favorsble notice of
the Depsrtment Actiig Master's Mate F. J, MoGrath
temporarily pecforming duty as guaver. Owing te the

Hatteins, I am sble (nly to refer to the eonduel il
ufficers who came under my especisl nitention, b:li tlbrx .
the charsoter of the contest and the nmount of damage -
done to the Alsbama, 1 bave parsonally no reasss to behevs
that any officer fhiled in bis duty. To the men of the Hat.
teras 1 cannot give too much praise ; their enthusiaem snd
b--;mng was of the bighest oider.
enclose the roport of Awistant SBurgeon Ed
Matthews, by which yon will obssrve t;'at fiva I::Tu: 5
tesn wounded nnd tao kilied ; the misiog, it 1 hoped ‘
itu';-- rasched the fleei at Galveston. ’. .
shall eommunicate to the riment i
report the msements of m,ull‘):rd m.l:d.fm:
time of our teansfer to the Alsbams unti] the departure of
the enrhiest monil from this place to the United States.
I am_ very reapectiully, your obedient servant,
H. C. BLAk®,

Lieutenant Commander U. 8. Navy.

|

THE ALABAMA AT KINGSTON,

From the King ton (Jamaica) Journal of Jannary 22, &
The Confedecate steamar-of war Alabama, sight gu '
Cupt. Beinmes, arrived st Port Royal on "'ﬂ”_!ui:’:: "
Jenunry 20, from n ernise. Fhs reports having captuied
sud destroyed the Federal gunboat ras off Galveston,
The «Meers and erew, ons bundred and sixty-five men in
nll, nre on board the Alsbama, which called in to land them
and obtnin IHN’I‘“I.'I e A m.‘. i
The objeet of the Alsbama’s visit was soon kocown,
It n;.p-mjl that the wnn hard pressed by the floet semt ot
fur her capture, and when off Galveston Commwodors
Hemmes coneeived the p'nn of waking one of the Intended
desolators desolnte, ne gunboat Hntteras was in fuil
chuse, and the Alnbawa th-n turned bead and ed
to be runuirg awnsy, nod thus d luded ber nto
fo.lowing np the chase. At lnst she turoed rowsd msd pre- ¢
pared for batie, seuding into the Hatteras a .
which sunk her in thirteen winutes, Ste took o uffi

_l

cers and erew and enms lato Port Royal for Mprm; T
of Innding them. They were handed over to the riesn Y1
Consul, and Semmes then proceeded to % O I8
obtuin the L utensut Governor's to. refit his *

sLip bafors leaving Another atatement is ww
ally was

French colors nnd only made known who

wmb-be o-gm u d‘;“. the Hatteras and was prepared o

give her a hros <« ‘Ih h

sevoroly rideiled. Vi " Aoy o0 w .
The Alnbrma is consigned to Mesars. Charies Lavy &

of this eity, snd is now roceiving sonks, &e., al Mkﬂ?ﬁ: i | ;

from Messrs, T. D. Py & Co. r

Fram ths Kingston Standard of Juwnary 24,

We huve been regue:ted to utate that Bemmer,
of the Confedarate stonmer-of-war Alsbama, be at ihe *
Comwmerein]l kxoinnge st twelve o'clock . and will

reepive bhe respecta ol any geotlemen who
ous of meeling m‘ :
From the Standard of January 26.
According to sxmonneement Caps. Ssmmos, of

Con-

on Saturday, at noon, to & numbe
gentlemen of this city at the Comme
coom wis crowded to excess, and after
hind boen cordinlly weloomed, three s W
for Captain Semmea and the Alsbama, which
resp indid to, npin which the Captain retarned
wity his gra‘eful thauks for the resep 1
St
‘oh in

to the great struggle at present y
suring hin henrers thas' the Hiater wiere
war, nol for the

de'ermined to prosecute

of slavery, but ?'m' their nee, and !# E‘M
intorconrse with all the world. Thres more were
given for Captain Semmes and the Alabams, m ge

tomen sepriated,



